


































Talking Points handed out on 7/21/2025 in Public Meeting: 

""" 

• What’s the Challenge? 

o The City lost a major industrial sewer customer, creating a $600,000/year 
shortfall in sewer revenue. 

o Our sewer system is operating at a deficit, which means that current bills don’t 
cover the essential costs needed to keep the system running safely. 

  

• What Needs to Be Upgraded? 

o Lift Station Improvements ($7.7 million): 

 These aging pumps are crucial for safely moving wastewater. Without 
upgrades, we risk backups into homes, overflows into the environment, 
and costly emergency repairs. 

o Class A Biosolids Upgrade ($3.7 million): 

 Investing in Class A treatment can improve how we handle sewage 
sludge, helping reduce future disposal costs and supporting more 
sustainable practices that current bills don’t cover.  

  

• Why Are Rate Increases Needed? 

o To maintain a reliable sewer system and prevent emergencies, we require $3.8–
$3.98 million per year in revenue. 

o The Illinois EPA requires municipalities to show they can sustainably fund 
operations and maintenance. 

  

• How Will Rates Change? 

o A 36% increase in revenue if the City proceeds without the Class A upgrade. 

o A 45% increase in revenue if the City includes the Class A upgrade. 

o Planning these increases now avoids bigger, sudden spikes later if emergencies 
occur. 



  

• Why This Matters to You: 

o Acting now prevents expensive, unplanned repairs that could lead to even higher 
bills. 

o These improvements protect your home, safeguard our waterways, and maintain 
a dependable sewer system. 

  

• We understand concerns about rising costs. We’re committed to being transparent, 
answering your questions, and working together to maintain strong and fair sewer 
service for everyone in South Beloit. 

""" 

  

  

Sonya Hoppes 

City Administrator  

City of South Beloit 
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