CITY OF SOUTH BELOIT
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

October 20, 2025

CALL TO ORDER:

ROLL CALL:

PLEDGE OF
ALLEGIANCE:

INVOCATION:

APPROVE AGENDA:

PUBLIC COMMENT:

5:06 pm, Council Chambers, City Hall by Mayor Fitzgerald

Present & answering to roll call were Commissioners Adleman, Hedrington, Morse,
Prentice, and Mayor Fitzgerald

City Attorney Roxanne Sosnowski was present

City Administrator Sonya Hoppes was present

Deputy Clerk Jennifer Robinson recorded the minutes

Department Heads in attendance:

Wastewater Superintendent Jeff Reininger

Police Chief Adam Truman

Street Superintendent Steve Haas

Community Development Director Shawna Henthorn

Led by Mayor Fitzgerald and recited by all members present.

Finance Director, Don Elliott delivered the invocation.

Commissioner Morse made a motion to approve the agenda. Commissioner Prentice
second the motion. Voice vote carried the motion.

Diane LaForge and Jeanne Nichols from 50North provided an update on the
organization’s progress and expressed appreciation to the City for its continued support.
Informational pamphlets were distributed. The organization requested the City’s
continued financial support, noting that 50 North does not charge membership fees. It
was also reported that, due to the organization’s growth and success, an Activity Director
has recently been hired.

Neeley Erickson, and Conner Bronw with Illinois Realtors thanked the City for its
continued efforts to strengthen housing standards and accountability. They commended
the City’s process allowing notice and opportunity to correct violations before a
summons is issued and recommended several refinements.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

REPORT OF OFFICER

1.

1

Commissioner Morse made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Regular Council
Meeting held on October 6, 2025. Commissioner Adleman second the motion. Voice vote
carried the motion.

.Finance:

Commissioner Morse made a motion to approve the claims paid from October 4 - 17
2025 in the amount of $626,881.52. Commissioner Morse second the motion. Roll call
vote showed 5 ayes.

2. Attorney Report: Attorney Sosnowski reported a scriveners error in the resolution

approved at the previous meeting regarding the garbage contract. The agreement was
intended as a 10-year renewal; however, the original document incorrectly listed 2036 as
the end date. The error was identified by staff, corrected with the garbage company, and
the amended documents have been properly executed.

3.Reports:



City Administrator Report and Staff Report

Accounts and Finance-Commissioner Ryan Adleman

Health & Public Safety-Commissioner Ken Morse

Streets & Public Improvement-Commissioner Brian Hedrington
Public Properties-Commissioner Courtney Prentice
Mayor-Tom Fitzgerald

CORRESPONDENCE:

50 North spoke during public comment.

Commissioner Morse provided an update stating the search for the Fire Chief position is
going well. Several applications have been received and there has been some inquiries
about the paid-on-call positions.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

1.

NEW BUSINESS:

Discussion and/or Motion Items:

a.

Commissioner Morse made a motion to discuss/approve Ordinance 2848
Amending Chapter 18, Businesses, by adding Article XII, Residential Rental
Property Regulation. Commissioner Adleman second the motion. Attorney
Sosnowski reviewed the revised ordinance. The ordinance is nearly the same as
previously presented, with minor tweaks. Changes were made to address council
members’ previous concerns that the registry should only affect properties with
code enforcement violations proceeding to an administration hearing. Staff
confirmed the language does not detract from Illinois law. Commissioner Adleman
commented he wanted more accountability for people who are letting their
properties go into disrepair and feels this is a good compromise from where we
started to where we are today. Commissioner Prentice echoes that this is better
than what was initially proposed. He does share concerns about the fact that once
on the list, it will transfer from owner to owner. The second concern is that he does
not care for having to report if a guest is staying at the property longer than seven
days. Attorney Sosnowski shares that the seven day language is for the landlord to
be made aware of and the City will not be notified of that. She also states that
purpose of the registry is to create a relationship between the City and the property
owners, ensuring everyone is partnering together to ensure the properties remain in
compliance and that the information is there should the City need it. Roll Call
vote showed 3 ayes, 2 nays by Commissioner Prentice and Commissioner
Hedrington. The item passed 3-2.

1. Discussion and/or Motion Items:

a.

Commissioner Morse made a motion to discuss/approve Ordinance 2870 Authorizing
the issuance of a Retail Liquor Dealer’s License for Shiv Shakti Streemwood LLC
d/b/a Fas Mart. Commissioner Prentice second the motion. Attorney Sosnowski
mentioned there is a scriveners error in the applicants corporation name after
verifying with the Illinois Secretary of State corporation records the correct spelling
is Streamwood. Roll Call vote showed 5 ayes.

Commissioner Morse made a motion to discuss/approve Ordinance 2871 Authorizing
the issuance of a Retail liquor Dealer’s License for Shreeji ii Inc d/b/a Fas Mart.
Commissioner Prentice second the motion. Roll Call vote showed 5 ayes.



c. Commissioner Morse made a motion to discuss/approve Ordinance 2872 Approving
a First Amendment to a Pre-Annexation Agreement regarding the property
commonly known at 4633 Prairie Hill Road, and Authorizing the Mayor to execute
the same. Commissioner Prentice second the motion. Roll Call vote showed 5 ayes.

d. Commissioner Morse made a motion to discuss/approve Ordinance 2873 Amending
Appendix A-2025 City of South Beloit Ordinance Fines. Commissioner Adleman
second the motion. Attorney Sosnowski announced this is an update to address
scriveners errors and to update ordinances. Roll Call vote showed 5 ayes.

e. Commissioner Adleman made a motion to discuss/approve Ordinance 2874
Removing a Temporary Moratorium on the issuance of Tobacco Licenses.
Commissioner Prentice second the motion. Attorney Sosnowski said council
previously agreed to review existing tobacco ordinances and conducting an audit of
current license holders. The majority licenses issued by the city are believed to be
correct. City staff does not see a continuous moratorium is needed for the issuance of
licenses and recommend it be lifted immediately. Roll call vote showed 5 ayes.

f. Commissioner Adleman made a motion to discuss/approve Ordinance 2875
Authorizing disposal of personal items owned by the City of South Beloit.
Commissioner Morse second the motion. Roll call vote showed 5 ayes.

g. Commissioner Adleman made a motion to discuss/approve Resolution 6644 to
approve a Compliance Commitment Agreement with the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency. Commissioner Prentice second the motion. City Engineer,
Brandon Boggs, stated the city received a violation notice from the IEPA in
September for failure to submit the required MSF annual reports and for the reports
not containing the necessary information. Roll call vote showed 5 ayes.

h. Commissioner Adleman made a motion to discuss/approve Resolution 6645
approving the release or continuous hold of Executive Session Minutes and
destruction of Executive Session audio. Commissioner Prentice second the motion.
Roll call voted showed 5 ayes.

i.  Commissioner Morse made a motion to discuss/approve hiring Mariza Aguilar as
part time for City Hall as Office Assistant at a rate of $17.00/hour. Commissioner
Prentice second the motion. Roll call vote 5 ayes.

ADJOURN:
At 6:00 pm on a motion by Commissioner Adleman second by Commissioner Prentice.
Voice vote carried the motion.

Mayor City Clerk

Approved:



