
CITY OF SOUTH BELOIT 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING              

July 20, 2026                                                                

  

CALL TO ORDER:         5:00 PM, Council Chambers, City Hall by Mayor Fitzgerald 

 

ROLL CALL:                 Present & answering to roll call were Commissioners Adleman, Morse, Prentice, 

Hedrington, and Mayor Fitzgerald. 

Finance Director Don Elliot was present 

Attorney Laura Goding was present 
Tanner Danielson from Verkada was present 
City Administrator Sonya Hoppes was present 

City Clerk Megan Reff recorded the minutes 

Department Heads in attendance: 

Police Chief Adam Truman 

Fire Chief Brian Kunce 

Waste Water Superintendent Jeff Reininger 

Streets Superintendent Steve Haas 

Community Development Director Shawna Henthorn 

 

PLEDGE OF  

ALLEGIANCE:             Led by Mayor Fitzgerald and recited by all members present. 

 

INVOCATION:              Finance Director Don Elliot delivered the invocation. 

 

APPROVE AGENDA:   Commissioner Adleman made a motion to approve the agenda. Commissioner Prentice  

seconded the motion. Voice vote carried the motion.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   Larry Wofford provided Council with a general overview of the local church’s upcoming 

back-to-school event that will be hosted in the near future. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Commissioner Prentice made a motion to Approve the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 

held on July 15, 2026. Commissioner Morse seconded the motion. Voice vote carried the 

motion. 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS: 

 

1. Finance 

Commissioner Adleman made a motion to Approve the Claims to be paid June 4, 2026 – July 

17, 2026, in the amount of $495,981.71. Commissioner Prentice seconded the motion. Roll call 

vote showed five ayes. 

 

2. Attorney Report: - None. 

 

3. Reports: 

City Administrator Report and Staff Quarterly Report 



• City Administrator Sonya Hoppes provided Council with an update regarding the 

City’s Strategic Planning Services. She stated that the Department Heads met with the 

Strategic Planner this past week and there will be a meeting in mid-to-late August to 

review community input surveys. 

• Fire Chief Brian Kunce provided Council with an update regarding the Fire 

Department’s current and future trainings that employees will be completing. He 

explained a general overview of the various courses, the timeline for completion, and 

the goals of the department. He also acknowledged Deputy Chief, Nick Miller’s, 

efforts in reducing licensing costs for the department. 

Accounts & Finance-Commissioner-Ryan Adleman 

Public Health & Safety-Commissioner-Ken Morse 

Streets & Public Improvements-Commissioner Brian Hedrington 

Public Properties-Commissioner-Courtney Prentice 

Mayor-Tom Fitzgerald 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. City Administrator Sonya Hoppes provided the scope of the Access Control Project to 

Council; she explained that this project is to update the current ways staff can access City 

Hall and the City’s Police Department buildings. Tanner Danielson from Verkada 

presented the quote to Council; he estimated the cost for ten years of services would amount 

to $52,000. City Administrator Hoppes explained to Council the various benefits of 

accepting these services, including its advanced capabilities, as well as providing increased 

safety and security. Attorney Goding explained that, if Council were to accept these 

services, the next steps would include negotiating and drafting an agreement; she stated 

that an agreement could potentially be ready to present in August. The consensus was to 

take the next steps in negotiating and drafting an agreement for services for this project. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion and/or Motion Items: 

a. Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6721 Adopting the South Beloit Police Department 

Towing Policy and Agreement as Amended. Commissioner Morse made a motion to 

Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6721. Commissioner Hedrington seconded the 

motion. Attorney Goding explained to Council the benefits and potential risks that are 

involved in approving this agreement. City Administrator Hoppes provided Council with 

a reminder of what this amended agreement would entail. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Discussion and/or Motion Items: 

a. Discuss/Approve a Request from Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful to host the 2026 Mud 

Volleyball Tournament at a City Park on August 1, 2026. Commissioner Adleman made a 

motion to Discuss/Approve the Request. Commissioner Prentice seconded the motion. City 

Administrator Hoppes presented an overview to Council of what the event would entail with 

regards to costs, security, and logistics. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 

b. Discuss/Approve a Request from South Beloit Church of Christ to host a Back-to-School Block 

Party Event on Rood Avenue from Miller Street to Hackett Street on August 15, 2026. 

Commissioner Morse made a motion to Discuss/Approve the Request. Commissioner 

Hedrington seconded the motion. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 

c. Discuss/Approve Listing of 731 Wheeler with Dickerson & Nieman Realtors. Commissioner 

Morse made a motion to Discuss/Approve Listing of 731 Wheeler with Dickerson & Nieman 

Realtors. Commissioner Prentice seconded the motion. Commissioner Prentice presented to 



Council, explaining that the property needs a lot of work but has a lot of potential if placed on 

the market. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 

d. Discuss/Approve Ordinance Number 2923 Approving a Pre-Annexation Agreement Regarding 

the Property Commonly Known as 14035 Dorr Road, South Beloit, Illinois and 14075 Kennedy 

Drive, South Beloit, Illinois, and Authorizing the Mayor of the City of South Beloit, Illinois to 

Execute the Same. Commissioner Morse made a motion to Discuss/Approve Ordinance 

Number 2923. Commissioner Prentice seconded the motion. Community Development Director 

Henthorn presented to Council, explaining that the annexed properties would not require a map 

amendment and could operate fully as a church. She stated that this annexation came with a 

positive recommendation from the Zoning Board. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 

e. Discuss/Approve Ordinance Number 2924 Amending Section 2, Definitions, and Section 13, 

Special Uses, of Chapter 118, Zoning, Regarding Medical Cannabis. Commissioner Adleman 

made a motion to Discuss/Approve Ordinance Number 2924. Commissioner Morse seconded 

the motion. Community Development Director Henthorn presented to Council, explaining that 

the approval of this Ordinance would allow for Cannabis dispensaries’ licensing to include 

medical distribution in addition to recreational distribution. Attorney Goding noted there is a 

scrivener’s error on page two of the ordinance that would be amended before approval. Roll call 

vote showed five ayes. 

f. Discuss/Approve Ordinance Number 2925 Approving an Amendment to the Special Use Permit 

to Allow for the Sale and Distribution of Medical Cannabis Licensing Under a Special Use 

Permit for the Planned Unit Development for 1322 Gardner Street, South Beloit, Illinois and 

Authorizing the Mayor of the City of South Beloit, Illinois to Execute the Same. Commissioner 

Adleman made a motion to Discuss/Approve Ordinance Number 2925. Commissioner 

Hedrington seconded the motion. Attorney Goding presented the ordinance to Council. Roll call 

vote showed five ayes. 

g. Discuss/Approve Ordinance Number 2926 Adding Section 50-39 “Emergency Services Access 

to Private Property” Regarding Requests for Police Services on Private Property in the Code of 

Ordinances. Commissioner Morse made a motion to Discuss/Approve Ordinance Number 2926. 

Commissioner Prentice seconded the motion. City Administrator Hoppes and Attorney Goding 

presented the ordinance, explaining that its approval would give the City’s Police Department 

access to private property in the case of an emergency as well as placing liability on the property 

owner for any damage done to the property. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 

h. Discuss/Approve Ordinance Number 2927 Amending The Code of Ordinances for the City of 

South Beloit, Illinois, Chapter 34, Environment, Article VI, Code Enforcement Hearing 

Division to Authorize the Administrative Hearing Officer to Enter Orders Prohibiting Further 

Code Violations or Compel the Remediation of Existing Violations. Commissioner Morse made 

a motion to Discuss/Approve Ordinance Number 2927. Commissioner Prentice seconded the 

motion. City Administrator Hoppes and Community Development Director Henthorn presented 

to Council the various benefits of approving this ordinance; it would allow for more actions to 

be taken in-house rather than needing to go to circuit court for approval. Roll call vote showed 

five ayes. 

i. Discuss/Approve Ordinance Number 2928 Amending Chapter 2, Article VI, Finance, Division 

1, Authorizing a Change in the Designated Depositories for the City of South Beloit. 

Commissioner Morse made a motion to Discuss/Approve Ordinance Number 2928. 

Commissioner Prentice seconded the motion. City Administrator Hoppes and Finance Director 

Elliot presented the ordinance to Council. Roll call vote showed four ayes (Commissioner 

Adleman abstained from the vote). 

j. Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6723 Accepting a Proposal from PDC Automation for 

Fox Thermal Mass Flow Meter Installation. Commissioner Adleman made a motion to 

Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6723. Commissioner Morse seconded the motion. Waste 

Water Superintendent Jeff Reininger presented the details of the proposal to Council, including 



the estimated costs of approximately $41,000 for the meters and $22,000 for labor. Attorney 

Goding stated to Council she will amend the Recitals in Paragraph two of the Resolution before 

approval. Commissioner Prentice made a motion to amend Resolution Number 6723 as stated. 

Commissioner Adleman seconded the motion. Voice vote carried the motion. Commissioner 

Adleman made a motion to approve Resolution Number 6723 as amended. Commissioner 

Prentice seconded the motion. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 

k. Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6724 Approving an Agreement with South Beloit 

Historical Society to Provide Mowing Services. Commissioner Adleman made a motion to 

Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6724. Commissioner Hedrington seconded the motion. 

City Administrator Hoppes presented to Council, explaining that the Historical Society 

requested the City provide mowing services due to their hill being treacherous; she explained 

the importance of approving this resolution. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 

l. Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6725 Approving the Memorandum of Understanding 

Between the City of South Beloit, Winnebago County, Illinois Department of Transportation 

and City of Beloit, Rock County, Wisconsin Department of Transportation Regarding the 

Bridge on Park Avenue over Turtle Creek. Commissioner Prentice made a motion to 

Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6725. Commissioner Hedrington seconded the motion. 

Attorney Goding presented the resolution to Council, explaining that this agreement would 

name Illinois as the lead state with regards to inspections of the named bridge. She explained 

that under this agreement, the City will not be responsible for replacing and repairing the bridge, 

but the state of Illinois will. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 

m. Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6726 Approving the Purchase of an Excavator from 

Johnson Tractor at a Cost not to Exceed $71,685.15 or the City of South Beloit. Commissioner 

Morse made a motion to Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6726. Commissioner Hedrington 

seconded the motion. Streets Superintendent Steve Haas presented the resolution to Council, 

explaining the current projects this excavator will be used for. He noted the current excavator 

has issues that would need around $6,000 in repairs that would not be a guaranteed fix. Finance 

Director Elliot stated this purchase is not budgeted for, but the City has capital funds that could 

be transferred to cover this purchase. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 

n. Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6727 Approving Grant Agreement for Organized Retail 

Crime Grant Program. Commissioner Hedrington made a motion to Discuss/Approve 

Resolution Number 6727. Commissioner Adleman seconded the motion. City Administrator 

Hoppes presented the resolution to Council, explaining that the funding includes $15,000 and 

will go toward supplementing various cameras used for policing operations. Roll call vote 

showed five ayes. 

o. Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6728 Approving a Hotel/Motel Funding Grant 

Application to the Sobo Athletic Club. Commissioner Hedrington made a motion to 

Discuss/Approve Resolution Number 6728. City Clerk Megan Reff presented Council with an 

overview of the application, noting that the South Beloit Athletic Club is requesting $5,000 

from the City’s Hotel/Motel fund as they are expecting 20-30 hotel rooms for their annual end-

of-summer event. She explained that there has been no documentation or receipts regarding 

hotel usage and costs of the event; she advised that the Hotel Motel Fund Advisory Committee 

does not believe this event would qualify for the City’s Hotel/Motel fund. Mayor Fitzgerald 

stated the City should support the schools whenever they can; he recommended that, in the 

future, the athletic club should provide documentation of hotel usage to the City before they can 

receive funding from the Hotel/Motel fund. Commissioner Adleman stated he does not want to 

give money from the Hotel/Motel fund since they have not provided documentation. Mayor 

Fitzgerald recommended Council amend the resolution to where the City donates $2,500 out of 

the general fund. Mayor Fitzgerald made a motion to amend the resolution as stated above. 

Commissioner Morse seconded the motion. Attorney Goding presented Council with the 

amended resolution. Commissioner Morse made a motion to approve the resolution as amended. 



Commissioner Hedrington seconded the motion. Roll call vote showed four ayes and one nay 

(by Commissioner Adleman). 

p. Discuss/Approve the Hiring of Brandon Rodderick as a Part-Time Firefighter/Paramedic at a 

rate of $24.00 per hour. Commissioner Morse made a motion to Discuss/Approve the Hiring of 

Brandon Rodderick. Commissioner Hedrington seconded the motion. Roll call vote showed five 

ayes. 

q. Discuss/Approve the Hiring of Nicholas Jacobs as a Part-Time Firefighter/EMT at a rate of 

$19.00 per hour. Commissioner Morse made a motion to Discuss/Approve the Hiring of 

Nicholas Jacobs. Commissioner Hedrington seconded the motion. Roll call vote showed five 

ayes. 

r. Discuss/Approve the Hiring of Joel Ainley as a Part-Time Firefighter/EMT at a rate of $19.00 

per hour. Commissioner Morse made a motion to Discuss/Approve the Hiring of Joel Ainley. 

Commissioner Hedrington seconded the motion. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 
s. Discuss/Approve the Hiring of Ethan Crichton Hill as a Part-Time Firefighter/EMT at a rate of 

$19.00 per hour. Commissioner Morse made a motion to Discuss/Approve the Hiring of Ethan 

Crichton Hill. Commissioner Prentice seconded the motion. Roll call vote showed five ayes. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
At 6:24 P.M. on a motion made by Commissioner Prentice, seconded by Commissioner 

Adleman. Voice vote carried the motion. 
 

RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION: 
 

   At 6:39 p.m. City Council reconvened to open session. 

ROLL CALL: 
Roll call vote showed all members previously present at the meeting were present at the 

reconvening to open session. 
 

ADJOURN: 

At 6:40 P.M. on a Motion by Commissioner Adleman, seconded by Commissioner 

Prentice. Voice vote carried the motion. 

 

 


